Lovest thou Me?

Text:
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?
Jn. 21:15
A. The Background – What made Peter deny the Lord?
1. The Lord’s Declaration:

Mt. 26:31, NIV
Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of me, 
for it is written: "'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.'
Cf. Zech. 13:7

2. Peter’s Pathetic Denial 
(Recorded in all 4 Gospels)
a. In Word – the “Boastful cock”.

i. By Luke: Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.

Lk. 22:33

ii. By Matthew: Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.


Matt. 26:35

iii. By Mark: 
Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. (Emphatic)
Mk. 14:29


If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise.
Mk. 14:31

iv. By John: Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake.
Jn. 13:37 
Ct. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11

     Even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:15
Was the Sheep trying to be like the Shepherd?
b. In Deed – “Beaten” by two cock crows.

i. Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night,

Mk. 14:30

 before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.
ii. But he (Peter) denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. 
Mk. 14:68

And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew.
· This was the first cockcrow. Peter should have heeded it.
· Only Mark recorded this – probably told to him by Peter himself.

iii. And the second time the cock crew. 

Mk. 14:72


And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, 


Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

3. The Deliberate mention.

Mk. 16:7
But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: 

there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.



Peter was down, but not forgotten. The words “and Peter” showed up the Lord’s heart for Peter.
B. The Backslider restored:

1. Jesus’ Challenge the 1st time:  Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?
Jn. 21:15
a. It was Personal – Simon, son of Jonas.
i. Simon was Peter’s name before his confession of Christ:

· Christ’s Question: Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
Mt. 16:13

· Simon’s Confession: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Mt. 16:16
ii. “Peter” was  Simon’s new name after his confession:


Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona (= son of Jonah). 
Mt. 16:17, 18

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church…

b. It was Pertinent.
i. It was no more “Peter” but “Simon, son of Jonas”; Peter had fallen from the “rock” that he was to be.

To be restored, Peter had to return to the beginning.

ii. As Abram had to when he was to be restored:
Gen. 13:1-4


Abram went up out of Egypt…even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been


at the beginning, …unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first.

iii. As the church of Ephesus had to:
Rev. 2:5


Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works…
c. It was Precise.

i. Did Simon love (Gk. agapao) the Lord… 
– Lovest thou Me…?
· As the Father loved the Son? – As the Father hath loved (Gk. agapao) me,
Jn. 15:9

· As the Son loved them (the disciples)? – so have I loved (Gk. agapao) you:
Jn. 15:9

· As they should continue in His love? – 
Jn. 15:9, 12



That ye love (Gk. agapao) one another, as I have loved you.



The “agapao” love demands Love at its highest Supremacy – that of Divine love.

ii. Did Simon love the Lord more than…
Lovest thou Me more than these?
· His Possessions? – “these” in Neuter Gender, e.g. boats, nets, fish, etc..

· His Pals around? – “these” in Masculine Gender, e.g. the disciples around him
– the other disciples whom he thought would forsake the Lord, while He would not.
See #2a above.

2. Peter’s Confession the 1st time:
Yea, Lord; thou knowest (eido) that I love (phileo) thee. Jn. 21:15
a. Peter acknowledged that Jesus knew (Gk. eido) all things – he could not hide anything from Him.
b. Peter acknowledged that he loved (Gk. Phileo) Jesus.
i. He could not claim to Love (agapao) Jesus as He loved him because he had denied Him.
ii. He could only Love (phileo) Jesus as a Friend Who loved him.
Cf. Jn. 15:15
3. Jesus’ Commission the 1st time: 
Feed (Gk. bosko) My lambs.
Jn. 21:15
Cf.
 Jesus prayer before Peter’s denial of Him:

Lk. 22:32


I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
a. Jesus Commissioned him to feed His lambs.
(Gk. bosko = to pasture, feed keep the sheep)

b. Peter was to Care for the young sheep with emphasis on feeding the sheep.
4. Jesus’ Challenge the 2nd time: 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (agapao) thou me? 
Jn. 21:16
As #1 above
5. Peter’s Confession the 2nd time: 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest (eido) that I love (phileo) thee
Jn. 21:16
As #2 above
6. Jesus’ Commission the 2nd time:
Feed (poimaino) my sheep. "Take care of my sheep." (NIV) 21:16
Peter was to tend (poimano) the Lord’s sheep. 
Cf. NRSV

7. Jesus’ Challenge the 3rd time:
lovest (phileo) thou Me?
Jn. 21:17
Jesus’ gracious Condescension to Come down to the level of Peter.

He used “phileo” instead of “agapo” as Peter did in his response the first two times.

8. Peter’s Confession the 3rd time:

Jn. 21:17
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest (phileo) thou me?
Lord, thou knowest (eido) all things; thou knowest (ginosko) that I love (phileo) thee.
a. Peter’s Anguish (Gk. lupeo = grief, sadness, distress, hurt): 
i. Because Jesus was asking him the third time.

ii. Because Jesus was using the very word (phileo) he was using all the time, no more “agapao”
b. Peter’s Awareness – Lord, thou knowest (eido) all things; thou knowest (ginosko) that I love (phileo) thee.
i. Jesus knew (Gk. eido) all things – he could not hide anything from his Lord.

ii. Peter could only know (Gk. ginosko) and love (Gk. phileo) Him experientially only gradually.
iii. As Paul himself would seek to know Jesus:

That I may know (Gk. ginosko) Him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.
Phil. 3:10
9. Jesus’ Commission the 3rd time:
Feed (bosko) my sheep.
Jn. 21:17
a. The Standard of His Commission remained the same – Feed (Gk. bosko)

b. The Sheep of His flock must still be Cared for – pasture, feed, tend, etc. 

c. After all, Peter was to Strengthen his brethren when he was Converted.
Lk. 22:32
Con.: 
And that was what Peter did.

Cf. I Pet. 5:1-4

The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, …


Feed the flock of God which is among you…


And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
Summary:
	
	The Challenge
	The Confession
	The Commission

	1st time

Jn. 21:15
	Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (agapao) thou me more than these?

	Yea, Lord; thou knowest (eido) that I love (phileo) thee.
	Feed (bosko) my lambs.

	2nd  time

Jn. 21:16
	Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (agapao) thou me?

	Yea, Lord; thou knowest (eido) that I love (phileo) thee.
	Feed (poimaino) my sheep.
"Take care of my sheep." (NIV)

	3rd time

Jn. 21:17
	Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (phileo) thou me?
	Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest (phileo) thou me? Lord, thou knowest (eido) all things; thou knowest (ginosko) that I love (phileo) thee.
	Feed (bosko) my sheep.


